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STELAR Overview

• ITEST Learning Resource Center (2003-2012)

• STELAR Partners:  

– EDC, Inc. 

– EdLab Group 

– Goodman Research Group, Inc.



NSF’s Innovative Technology Experiences for 
Students and Teachers (ITEST) Program

• To build understandings of best practices, factors, contexts 
and processes contributing to K-12 students' motivation 
and participation in STEM 

• Helps students to be aware of STEM careers, and to 
pursue formal school-based  and informal out-of-school 
educational experiences to prepare for such careers

• Includes 288 current and past projects across 44 states 
have served 247,700 students, 9600 educators, 3000 
parents and caregivers



STEM Learning and Research Center 
(STELAR) Goals

• Facilitate projects’ success through 
technical support with a focus on 
synthesis of findings

• Inform and influence the field of STEM 
stakeholders by disseminating project 
findings nationally

• Deepen the impact and reach of the 
ITEST program by broadening 
participation in the ITEST portfolio



STELAR: Core Areas of Work

• Technical Support – Pre-proposal assistance, 
website, webinars, F2F meetings, working groups

• Dissemination – partnerships, dissemination 
network designed to share program findings

• Outreach – targeted outreach to institutions 
underrepresented in the ITEST portfolio (e.g., 
MSIs and community colleges)

http://stelar.edc.org

http://stelar.edc.org/


STELAR Website – http://stelar.edc.org 



STELAR Website – What you can find



STELAR Website – Resources



STELAR People Connector

http://stelar.edc.org/opportunities/people-connector-directory

People Connector Form People Connector Directory

http://stelar.edc.org/opportunities/people-connector-directory


Why Social Media?



Why Social Media

• Connect with new audiences and 
potential partners

• Share project stories, updates, news, 
and events 

• Disseminate resources, research, and 
project findings related to your field

• Build community with the educators, 
families, and youth that you serve 



Who are we? 

Edgeatterc.com

@EdGE_at_TERC

EdGE at TERC



ITEST – Sportslab:2020

SportsLab:2020 is an ongoing series of digital and real-world design challenges 
driven by a sports-related game narrative. 
For more information on SL:2020 go to our website www.edgeatterc.com



Benefits of Using Social Media (Value)

Community

Trends

Quality EngagementReaching New Audiences



Key Tips & Tricks

Retweeting and 
communicating

Combining fb
and twitter



Key Tips & Tricks

Use #,@ & share 
ideas

Conferences – generate 
excitement & participates 
from afar!



Finding relevant content and management 
tool tips



Questions?



Facebook Tips

Promoting Posts:
• Like, Share, and Re-Post Content across other accounts 

you manage
• Like, Share, and Re-Post to your personal networks
• Ask other colleagues to do the same
• Leverage your organization’s Facebook page by reposting 

their content and tagging them in your posts

Build your Fan Base:
• Like other Group Pages
• Invite your friends to like your page
• Send individual messages to programs and contacts to Like 

your Page





Creating Facebook Posts

• Schedule posts!

• Recommend posting 4-5 
times a week (once a day is 
enough)

• Use images and multimedia

• Use existing content and 
share archival but relevant, 
resources and content



Facebook Posts



Twitter

• Join the community and discussion around STEM & 
Workforce development. 

• Reach out to and build relationships with key influencers.

• Provide community and potential community with easy 
way to get to know and communicate with your project. 





Creating a Tweet

• Include @stelar_ctr so we can 
retweet.

• Be sure to engage others, if 
mentioning someone find their 
handle and include it in your tweet.

• Share from your organization/ 
project perspective. 

• Tweet often 

• Search and track other hashtags –
some to explore:
#STEM, #science, #edtech, #edchat, 
#Scichat

Congrats to @smithmegan on 
her new role as the US chief 
technology officer! What a great 
role model for #girlsinSTEM! 
http://ow.ly/B8poG

TODAY @ 3:00pm-EST, join 
@tricoalition for a webinar on 
Sustaining #STEM Education 
through Partnerships 
http://www.trianglecoalition.org
/webinars

http://ow.ly/B8poG
http://www.trianglecoalition.org/webinars


Engagement in Twitter





Sharing Across Platforms

• Ex: Blog post on Tumblr, Linked to in Mailchimp e-
newsletter, link shared on Facebook and Twitter.

• That’s 4 platforms using content from one story!



Best Practices & Considerations

• Make links to your active social media accounts accessible everywhere 
– in your email signature, business cards, website, etc. in any 
communication going out! 

• Cross promote – if you post something on Facebook it is OKAY to post 
on Twitter.  (note not to automate this though)

• Focus on storytelling and use visuals to increase engagement. 

• Set time aside dedicated time during the week to engage in social 
media. 

• Plan ahead, think about your full calendar year and highlight key dates 
and activities.   



Hootsuite



Resources

General

• NonProfit Tech for Good

• Edudemic

Twitter: 

• Twitterfall & TweetChat
(used at events to share # 
discussions)

• Storify (used to archive # 
discussions)

• Twitter Analytics

Content Management 

• Flipboard

• Google Alerts

• STEMConnector

• Hootsuite

http://www.nptechforgood.com/
http://www.edudemic.com/
http://twitterfall.com/
http://tweetchat.com/
https://storify.com/
https://analytics.twitter.com/
https://flipboard.com/
https://www.google.com/alerts
http://www.stemconnector.org/
https://hootsuite.com/


Questions?



Stay Connected

STELAR Webinar: Working with Youth with Disabilities
Thursday, October 16, 2014 - 3:00pm to 4:00pm EST
http://stelar.edc.org/events/stelar-webinar-working-youth-
disabilities

Attitudes, Skills & GRIT, Oh My!: A Research Evaluation 
Working Group Conversation
Tuesday, September 30, 2014 - 2:00pm to 3:00pm EST
http://stelar.edc.org/events/attitudes-skills-grit-oh-my-research-
evaluation-working-group-conversation

STELAR Contact Information
stelar@edc.org

http://stelar.edc.org/events/stelar-webinar-working-youth-disabilities
http://stelar.edc.org/events/attitudes-skills-grit-oh-my-research-evaluation-working-group-conversation
mailto:stelar@edc.org

