
6/12/2018 Cuyahoga Community College youth robotics team wins national championship | cleveland.com

https://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2016/05/cuyahoga_community_college_you.html 1/6

Cuyahoga Community College youth
robotics team wins national
championship
Updated May 5, 2016 at 9:49 AM;
Posted May 5, 2016 at 9:41 AM

YTAComp1.jpg

Students from
Cuyahoga
Community
College's
Youth
Technology
Academy won
the FIRST
Robotics
Competition
Championship.
(Cuyahoga
Community
College)
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CLEVELAND, Ohio - Students from Cuyahoga Community
College's Youth Technology Academy won the FIRST
Robotics Competition Championship, an engineering skills
showcase in St. Louis that drew 20,000 participants from
around the world.

The Tri-C team -- comprising more than two dozen
Cleveland Metropolitan School District students -- joined
with three other U.S. schools to form the winning alliance.
They are the first Ohio team to win the competition.

More than 40,000 cheering spectators watched the
championship match on April 30 at The Dome at America's
Center in St. Louis, which hosted the four-day event.

"This was a phenomenal ending to a fantastic robotics
season," George Bilokonsky, executive director of Tri-
C's Youth Technology Academy, said in a statement. "We
are extraordinarily proud and truly inspired by these bright
and talented students who worked so hard to triumph."

The winning alliance featured students from Tri-C as well as
schools from California, Illinois and Virginia.

Where are the Tri-C students from?

Students on the team represented seven Cleveland high
schools: MC2 STEM, East Tech, John Adams, John
Marshall, Design Lab Early College, New Tech West and
John Hay.
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More than 75,000 high school students from 24 countries
competed in the event in the four months leading to the
championship.

How does FIRST work?

The competition - now in its 25th year -- is designed to
introduce high school students to potential careers in
engineering, science and technology. The theme this year
was a medieval castle theme, FIRST STRONGHOLD.

Teams of students worked with professional mentors over
six weeks to design and build a robot to compete. Robots
scored points by breaching opponents' defenses and
tossing boulders through goals in their tower.

Students built the remote-controlled robots -- which could
weigh up to 120 pounds and stand 4 feet 6 inches tall --
using kits with more than 300 parts.

To learn more about FIRST, go to firstinspires.org.
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Students work on their robot in the national
FIRST Robotics Competition.

How did they get to the finals?

The group competed in 18 matches while advancing
through the championship tournament.

The Tri-C team competed in regional robotics competitions
in Cleveland, Cincinnati and Palmetto, South Carolina,
before advancing to the championship.

Who sponsored the team?

NASA Glenn Research Center in Cleveland sponsored Tri-
C's team. NASA engineer Larry Oberle worked with
students as they developed their robot. He has been
involved with the program for 14 years.

The team also received support from numerous companies,
foundations and other sponsors.

1

http://media.cleveland.com/plain_dealer_metro/photo/ytacomp2jpg-ad581002f76b7dfa.jpg


6/12/2018 Cuyahoga Community College youth robotics team wins national championship | cleveland.com

https://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2016/05/cuyahoga_community_college_you.html 5/6

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our

User Agreement (updated 5/25/18) and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement
(updated 5/25/18).

© 2018 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us). 
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or
otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

Your California Privacy Rights

 Ad Choices

1

https://www.advancelocal.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/user-agreement/
http://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.cleveland.com/aboutus/
http://www.cleveland.com/communityrules
https://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#california_top
http://www.cleveland.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cxgyl7NkfW6yNFJi1ogbBj47ACODA2ZBShujT7JsHtpAfEAEgt8jTR2DJnoGJhKTsD6AB5trJ3APIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgSAAk_QLF1N0ihm-MyPmqT-plquptZOXqi893RmdNGZ90F6sNoTFlHnSSG1TpouM0OJuc6G6Ifl0LGfn_ApjAqTHnUfXE25VS7xcLhopwpZKpRALoqDbHz2IynVxRtSTebKd-y0v0UE6hs0dAokuDqU98ffwhmSLZt9QnwDXqWOih2o5uIxj7CTgYQA2YwwPx1NZ6KJKQBPFJpuOsAnms3HFaSTU5_SdGODMlR0dFb1Djx_7xg2WN-JKjHmR8E7VBHyBo4cnwYphnhPuvWlO4xkJQE64ndOmWHVkT-8ef5whjUL6MAVUzfmtETu-654-dWgxR_TKss-YKdnDDuoerGyQhfgBAGQBgGgBgKAB4KltiOIBwGQBwKoB47OG6gHjc0bqAfVyRuoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhuoB5jOG9gHAdIIBggAEAIYAbEJjx7JdEeYtRSACgPYEwI&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3mIdLcAsK2Rr9H_JD0ew6cCWWktdNOJtTZ5vfTqBrKzyX3WXObsyokr9ylFvO7xz7yWKnxGuU0u2Fl9cvkT3pEj3sEMmxUgugSd3fWWC9-re0JNYfpXZM3StKaMtAWwB-6k-trcAUiddTb2un0wUdFHpKviE&sig=AOD64_2zq6HrvBeyb-rco8X5qcDZlldjqA&client=ca-pub-2937494567949278&adurl=https://www.rei.com/product/127431/merrell-trail-glove-4-knit-trail-running-shoes-womens%3Fcm_mmc%3Dvl_merrell-_-p2p-_-buy_now-_-137431-_-13_970x250


6/12/2018 Cuyahoga Community College youth robotics team wins national championship | cleveland.com

https://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2016/05/cuyahoga_community_college_you.html 6/6


