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Traditional	Definition	
Does	the	instrument	measure	what	it	claims	to	

measure?	





Types	of	Validity	

Content	 Criterion-
referenced	
• Predictive	
• Concurrent	

Construct	
• Discriminant	
• Convergent	





Consider…	
•  Do	items	cover	the	breadth	of	the	content	area?	
•  Are	items	in	a	format	that	is	appropriate	for	those	using	the	instrument?	

A	test	that	is	intended	to	measure	
the	quality	of	science	instruction	in	
fifth	grade	should	cover	material	
taught	in	the	fifth	grade	science	
course	in	a	manner	appropriate	for	
fifth	graders.		

A	national	science	test	might	not	be	a	
valid	measure	of	local	science	
instruction,	although	it	might	be	a	
valid	measure	of	national	science	
standards	(Siegel,	2016).	















Discriminant	Validity	
An	instrument	does	not	correlate	significantly	with	variables	
from	which	it	should	differ.	
	
	
Convergent	Validity	
An	instrument	correlates	highly	with	other	variables	with	which	it	
should	theoreticall	correlate	(Siegel,	2016).	



HELP!!!!!!!!	
Two	of	the	teachers	in	my	
study	did	not	administer	

the	pretest.	
What	can		I	do??????	
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