
 

 

 

 

 
DEVELOPING STRONG NSF PROPOSALS FOR 
THE ITEST AND CYBERLEARNING PROGRAMS 

 

June 9-10th, 2015 



WORKSHOP GOALS 

• Understand the goals of NSF's ITEST & Cyberlearning 

programs 

• Understand the NSF proposal preparation process  

• Locations for resources 

• Proposal review process 

• Understand what makes a compelling concept for NSF  

• Elements for writing a competitive/fundable proposal. 

• Understand how to use STELAR & CIRCL as a resource   

• Feel connected and contribute to the CoP 

• Learn the impact of ITEST projects on participants; 

hearing from the educator and youth point of view. 



WORKSHOP OVERVIEW 
DAY ONE 

• Introduction to NSF and proposal development process 

• Greetings from Dr. Brian Johnson, 7th President Tuskegee 

University 

• Collaboration and networking lunch 

• Separate workshop strands for ITEST and Cyberlearning 

• Workshop ends for ITEST attendees 

• Working dinner for Cyberlearning attendees 

 

DAY TWO 

• Sharing Cyberlearning research project ideas 

 

 

 

 



Workshop Project Team 

EDC:  

• Sarita Pillai  

• Caroline Parker  

• Joyce Malyn-Smith  

• Bernadette Sibuma 

• Rebecca Bangura  

 

SRI: Shuchi Grover 

 

Tuskegee:  Professors Chadia Affane and Javed Khan 

 

National Science Foundation: Robert Russell 



Cyberlearning Program Committee 

• Tammy Clegg – Assistant Professor, Department of Teaching and 

Learning, Policy and Leadership, University of Maryland 

• Lewis Johnson – President/CEO Alelo, Inc 

• Jacob Martinez – Executive Director Digital NEST 

• Robert Blaine – Dean of Undergraduate Studies & Cyberlearning, 

Jackson State University 

• Richard Alo, Jackson State University 

• M. Javed Khan, Professor & Head Aerospace Science 

Engineering, Tuskegee University 

• Chadia Aji – Associate Professor, Mathematics, Tuskegee 

University 



#cyberlearning 

The Center for Innovative Research in Cyberlearning 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL• Our purpose 

The Center for Innovative Research in Cyberlearning seeks to 

amplify research-based voices by: 

• Nurturing community among projects, investigators and those 
new to the field 

• Addressing common needs 

• Planning for the future 

• Creating broader impact together 

 

 

SRI Leads, EDC brings best practices, NORC evaluates 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Priority Activities 
 

• Events: annual major meetings, working groups, webinars 
 

• Brokering: helping connect investigators, projects and 
newcomers to knowledge and resources 
 

• Synthesis and Web Site: creating a public space to highlight 
contributions, share findings, build community and capacity 
 

• Portfolio Analysis: understanding the funded projects 
 

• Sharing Data: as needed by NSF and others 
 
• Broadening Participation: in the cyberlearning CoP to include 

institutions and individuals currently underrepresented 
 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • What can CIRCL do for you?  http://circlcenter.org 
 

http://circlcenter.org/


#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Learn more about Cyberlearning 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Access proposal development resources 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Connect, collaborate, create 
 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Identify synergistic projects 
 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Access integrative, empirically grounded resources 
 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Join a vibrant community of practice 
 



#cyberlearning 

CIRCL • Follow us, contribute, stay connected! 
 

http://circlcenter.org 
 
circl-info@sri.com 
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STEM Learning and Research (STELAR) 
Center 

  



What We Do 

• Facilitate projects’ success through 
technical support with a focus on 
synthesis of findings 

• Inform and influence the field of STEM 
stakeholders by disseminating 
project findings nationally 

• Deepen the impact and reach of the 
ITEST program by broadening 
participation in the ITEST portfolio 

 
 

 

 

 



Who We Are 

• Partners:  EDC, Inc. + Goodman Research 
Group, Inc. 

• Staff 

– PIs – Sarita Pillai, Carrie Parker 

– Senior staff – Joyce Malyn-Smith 

– Supporting staff – Bernadette Sibuma, Rebecca 
Bangura, Becca Schillaci (absent), Sarah MacGillivray 
(absent) 

– Evaluator - Karen Gareis, Goodman Research Group, 
Inc. 

 
 

 

 

 



Some of Our Activities 

• Webinars: Effective Dissemination, Designing Research for 
ITEST Projects, Mentoring Models 

• Monthly Newsletter: Information to stay updated on all 
things STEM and ITEST 

• Project Liaisons: A STELAR staffer who works directly with 
each project to provide resources and make connections 

• Regional and Thematic Meetings: A way for current 
projects to network with each other 

• Management Information System (MIS): Annual collection 
of project information about what projects do, who they work 
with, what they have achieved 



Find Resources on STELAR Website 



Get Ideas for Designing your Proposal 

  



Find Project Profiles 



Connect with others via the People 
Connector 



Join our Community of Practice 

  



And lots more! 



STELAR is on Social Media – Stay in Touch! 

Contact us: stelar@edc.org  

 

“Like” us: https://www.facebook.com/stelarctr  

 

Follow us: https://twitter.com/STELAR_CTR  

 

Watch us: https://www.youtube.com/user/stelarcenter  

 

Find resources: http://stelar.edc.org/ 
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